Dobrinka Tabakova is a composer of ‘thoughtful and approachable’ music (Gramophone), with ‘glowing tonal
harmonies and grand, sweeping gestures [which] convey a huge emotional depth’ (The Strad). Her music has
been commissioned and performed by leading musicians and ensembles and her debut profile alboum ‘String
Paths’, on ECM Records, was nominated for a Grammy in 2014.

Between 2014-2016 Dobrinka is working on two large-scale projects with the Stratford-upon-Avon based
Orchestra of the Swan as composer-in-residence, supported by the Sorel Organization, New York. The
culmination of the residency will be a a cantata for the Shakespeare 400 anniversary in 2016, bringing
together rare J.M.W. Turner sketches of a trip to Stratford-upon-Avon and Shakespeare’s timeless words.

Born in the historic town of Plovdiv, Bulgaria to a music-loving family of doctors and scientists, Dobrinka
Tabakova moved to London in 1991, where she has lived since. Here she studied at Alleyn’s School and the
Royal Academy of Music Junior Department, specialising in composition, piano and conducting. Early on, the
composer John Adams praised her music as being “extremely original and rare”. She attended summer
courses at the renowned Centre Acanthes in France, as well as the Prague and Milan Conservatoire summer
compositions courses, alongside her composition degree studies at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama
(GSMD) in London. On graduating with distinction BMus and MMus at the GSMD, Dobrinka was appointed
Composition Fellow there, where she continued her activities as President of the Contemporary Music Society.
In 2007 she was awarded a doctorate in composition from King’s College London (KCL). Her composition
teachers have included Simon Bainbridge, Diana Burrell, Robert Keeley and Andrew Schultz as well as
masterclasses with John Adams, Louis Andriessen, Alexander Goehr, Marek Kopelent, Philippe Manoury,
Alessandro Solbiati, Olav Anton Thommessen and lannis Xenakis.

Among Dobrinka Tabakova's prizes are the Jean-Frédéric Perrenoud prize and medal at the 4th Vienna
International Music Competition; the prize for an anthem for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee, performed at St
Paul's Cathedral, the GSMD Lutoslawski Composition Prize 1999 and the 2007 Adam Prize of King's College
London. She was a finalist for the 2010 Gaudeamus prize in Amsterdam and in 2011 was awarded first prize
and the Sorel Medallion in Choral Composition, New York.

Her works have been recorded for the Hyperion and Avie record labels, among others, and in May 2013 ECM
Records released the first full CD Album devoted to her music. The album String Paths reached No. 2 in the
UK's Specialist Classical charts and attracted praise from the international press. String Paths was nominated
in the Classical Compendium category of the 56th Grammy Awards and was one of four albums supporting
the Grammy Nomination of ECM Records founder Manfred Eicher for Classical Producer of the Year. Music
from the album was used in Jean-Luc Godard’'s award winning 2014 film ‘Adieu au langage’.

The music of Dobrinka Tabakova has captured the imagination and support of worldwide audiences and
leading musicians. She has been invited composer-in-residence at the Oxford Chamber Music Festival,
Leicester International Chamber Music Festival and Utrecht International Chamber Music Festival, Kremerata
Baltica Festival in Sigulda, Latvia and guest composer at the Lockenhaus Festival, Austria and Julian Rachlin
& Friends festival, Dubrovnik. Dobrinka has also been invited as featured composer at the Spectrum Concerts,
Berlin 20th anniversary concert and the 2010 Musicarama Festival in Hong Kong. Over the current season she
was featured composer at the Arbanassi Summer Music Festival and had a major focus of her work, alongside
Arvo Part, at the Vale of Glamorgan Festival, UK.

Notable commissions include three suites and a concerto for violist Maxim Rysanov, Concerto for Cello & Strings
for Kristina Blaumane and Amsterdam Sinfonietta, Of the Sun Born for Riga Youth Choir Kamer’s large project of
World Sun Songs, as well as projects with Janine Jansen, Gidon Kremer, Natalie Clein, Milos Karadaglic,
Orchestra of the Swan, Choir of Merton College (Oxford), Lithuanian Chamber Orchestra and Voices of
Ascension (New York). 2014 saw the premiere of a Royal Philharmonic Society commission, a joint film and
music collaboration with Scottish director Ruth Paxton. The film Pulse was part of the UK's first New Music
Biennial and was screened through the UK and across Europe.

Dobrinka Tabakova has dedicated a significant time to promoting music by living composers co-ordinating the
British Music Information Centre’s The Cutting Edge Series and acting as President of the Contemporary Music
Society at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama.
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CURRICULUM VITAE (selected)

EDUCATION

Ph.D,. Music composition, King’s College, London, 2008 w/ Rob Keeley, Silvina Milstein, George Benjamin
M.Mus., Music Composition, Guildhall School of Music & Drama (GSMD), 2002 w/ Diana Burrell
B.Mus. Hons., distinction, Music Composition, GSMD, 2001 w/ Simon Bainbridge, Andrew Schultz, Robert Saxton

Composition masterclasses

Centre Acanthes, France (1995) w/ Philippe Manoury, Alessandro Solbiati, lannis Xenakis
Cesky Krumlov, Czech Republic (1999) w/Marek Kopelent, Petr Kotik, Helmut Lachenmann
Corropoli, Italy (1996) w/ Alessandro Solbiati

Oslo Academy, Norway (2001) w/Olav Anton Thommessen

GSMD, London (1999-2003) w/ John Adams, Louis Andriessen, Zoran Eric, Alexander Goehr

AWARDS

First prize and Sorel Medallion in choral composition, New York (June 2011)

Finalist at Gaudeamus music week, Amsterdam (September 2010)

Adam prize of Kings College London (July 2007)

Barclays Private Banking Prize for anthem for H.M. the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Celebrations (July 2002)
Joint first prize at the Lutoslawski Composition competition (September 1999)

Jean-Frederic Perrenoud Prize and Medal at the 4th Vienna International Music Competition (June 1995)

EVENTS & HONORS HIGHLIGHTS

2016

‘Untamed’ with Sydney Dance Company and Rafael Bonachela (October)

‘Immortal Shakespeare’ cantata as part of Shakespeare 400 commemoration (April)
Composer-in-residence Orchestra of the Swan, supported by Sorel Organization (2014-16)

2015

Profile concert, Bulgarian Concert Evenings in New York (December)
Featured composer Arbanassi Summer Music (August)

Featured composer at Vale of Glamorgan Festival, Wales, UK (May)
‘The High Line’ premiere (May)

BBC Radio 3 ‘Composer of the Week'’ feature (March)

Cello Concerto, Dark music Days, Reykyavik Iceland

2014

Ballet Arabesque international choreography composition (November)

Alma Redemptoris Mater, Merton College Choir Book at Cheltenham Festival (July)

New Music Biennial film collaboration ‘PULSE’ commissioned by Royal Philharmonic Society (July)
‘Fantasy Homage to Schubert’ selected at the UNESCO International Rostrum of Composers, Helsiki (May)
Adieu au langage, dir. Jean-Luc Godard, jury prize, Cannes Film Festival (May)

2013
Grammy Nomination for ‘String Paths’ in Best Classical Compendium category (December)
Release of debut profile album ‘String Paths’ on ECM Records (May)

2012

‘On Colours’ commissioned by Britten Sinfonia and Wigmore Hall as part of Benjamin Britten

Centenary celebrations (December)

Composer in residence at Oxford Chamber Music Festival (October)

‘Centuries of Meditations’ premiered at Three Choirs Festival, Hereford Cathedral (July)

US premiere of On the South Downs performed by Voices and Orchestra of Ascension, New York (April)



2011
Profile concert with Lithuanian Chamber Orchestra, for recording (March)

2010

Featured composer at Hong Kong musicarama new music festival (November)

European tour of Such different paths with Janine Jansen and Academy of St Martin in the Fields, with
performances at Hamburg Laeiszhalle, Munich Prinzregententheater and Vienna Musikverein (January)

2009

Featured composer at Utrecht International Chamber Music Festival, artistic director Janine Jansen (December)
BBC Radio 3/Royal Philharmonic Society commission Suite in Jazz Style, performed by Maxim Rysanov and Katya
Apekisheva (January)

2008

Premiere of Concert for Cello & Strings at Muziekgebouw, part of Amsterdam Cello Biennale, with Amsterdam
Sinfonietta and Kristina Blaumane (October)

Featured composer at Lockenhaus Festival, artistic director Gidon Kremer (July)

Commissioned by Riga Youth Choir Kamer for the World Sun Songs project, presented at the World Choral
Symposium, Copenhagen (July)

Featured composer at Kremerata Baltica Festival, Sigulda, Latvia (June)

Premiere of Such different paths at Spectrum Concerts Berlin series, Berlin Philharmonie (January)

2007

Featured composer at Utrecht International Chamber Music Festival, artistic director Janine Jansen
(December)

Julian Rachlin & Friends Dubrovnik (September)

Composer in residence at Leicester International Chamber Music Festival, artistic director Nicholas Daniel
(September)

Premiere of Dawn from Sun Triptych at Kronberg, with Kremerata Baltica and Gidon Kremer (February)

2004
Concerto for Viola & Strings, premiere at St John’s Smith Square

2003
Bremen Profile Intermedia’ The Custard Tart Opera’ collaboration

APPOINTMENTS

Composer-in-residence Orchestra of the Swan, supported by Sorel Organization (2014-16)

Series coordinator for the British Music Information Centre’s The Cutting Edge concert series, London (2003-09)
Composition Fellowship at the GSMD (2002-03)

President of the Contemporary Music Society, GSMD (1999-2003)



BG

Jobpunka Tabakosa e poneHa B [LmoBaus u npe3 1991-Ba ronuna ce mpemectsa B JIoHI0H ¢ pogurenute cu. Ts
3aBBPINBA C OTIIMYME KOHCEPBATOPHATA [ MIIAX0M M 1MoJTydaBa IOKTOPCKa CTENEH o KoMro3unus oT Kpanckus
Komnex B Jlonnon. IIpe3 2002-pa roxuna, Jlobpraka TabakoBa rmedeny mbpBa Harpaaa 3a XMMH 110 CITydaid
3natausg FO6mneit na xpanwma Enuzaber 11-pa. Heitauar mepsu aBTopcku auck String Paths (Ctpynrm [TpTexn),
Ha TIpe3TIDKHATa HeMcKa 3Byko3anrcHa kommnanust ECM Records, e Homunmnpan Ha 56-tute Harpamu ,,[ pamu”
B Jloc Amxenec. My3uka oT anOyma e M3oJi3BaHa OT JiereHaapHus Gppercku nupexrop JKan-Jlrok ['onap BbB
dunma my ‘Coorom, e3uk’ (Adieu au langage), koiito monyuaBa HarpagaTa Ha KypuTo Ha pectuBana B Kan.

Mexny peauuara U3TbKHATH My3UKaHTH ¥ OpraHU3alUH, KOUTO Ca M3ITBJIHIBAIN U TOPHYBAINA TBOPOH OT
TabaxoBa ca bubnCu, Kpanckoro ®unxapmonuuno JpyxecrBo, Makcum PrucanoB, Amcrepaam Cungonuera,
Kpuctuna braymane, [xanun SIHCeH KakTo 1 (heCTHBAIH 3a KilacHyecka My3HKa 1o sia EBpona, Amepuka u
Xowur Konr. Heiinusg ‘CnbHueB Tpuntux’ € U3IMBJIHEH OT CBETOBHO U3BecTHUS nurynap ['umon Kpemep u
Kpemepara bantuka no Bpeme Ha MonaproBuTe ceaMuIH B 3anuoypr. IIpon3BeieHHETo € ChII0 U3ITBIHEHO OT
Kamepen ancam6b1 Coduiicku Conmctn, oz qupurenTctsoro Ha [lnamen [[xypos, Ha Jlonnonckus decrusan
Ha Bearapckara Kyntypa u 8 Coduiicku My3uKamHU CEIMHUIIH.

Ipe3 2014-ta, ‘@anta3us B namet Ha [llyGept’Ha TabakoBa, B u3nbiHenne Ha OpkecTbpa Ha bbirapckoro
Haunonanuo Pagro u Emun TabakoB e npencraBena Ha MexxayHapoanata Komnosutopcka TpubyHa, B
XeNn3uHKH U € cpeJl TPUTE MpenopbuaH TBOpOH 3a roguHaTa. Chliarta roanHa, koHiepra 3a Yesno u CTpyHHH
Ha TabakoBa ¢ U30paH 3a MEKAYHAPOIHISI KOHKYPC 10 xopeorpadust ‘Maprapura ApHaymoBa’ Ha Oaner
Apabeck.

Ta3u romuHa TabakoBa € MOKaHEHA J]a HATHMINE KaHTaTa 3a 4yecTBaHusATa Ha 400-1s1 r00miIel OT CMBPTTa Ha
VYunuawm lexcnup. Kanrara ‘bescmbpThus Lllexcnp’ mie 0b1€ U3MBIHEHA HA THPXKECTBEHUS KOHIIEPT B
KaTenpanaTta KbJIeTo nucarens e norpedan- Cera Tpouna B Ctpardopn-on-EiiBsH, Ha 21-Bu anpun 2016.
[IpencrosaT anra)xuMeHTH CbC TaHLOBaTa KoMmnanus Ha Cuanu u Paguno Opkectbpa Ha Jlainmur.

www.dobrinka.com



